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the sea, and all our distant colonies and settlements, and
be shut up in our own island, where the continuance of our
liberties can be determined only by the resolution with
which we shall defend them.

That this, my lords, must probably, in a low years, be our
state, if the schemes of tho house of Bourbon should suc-
ceed, is certain beyond all controversy ; and therefore it is
evident, that no man to whom such a condition does not ap*
p'ear eligible, can look unconcerned at tho confusion of the
continent, or consider tho destruction of the house of
Austria, without endeavouring' to prevent it.

But, my lords, though such endeavours are tho duty of
all who are engaged in the transaction of puhliek af-
fairs, though the importance of the cause of the queon of
Hungary be acknowledged in the speech to which wo
are to return an address, it does not appear that tho mi-
nisters of Britain have once attempted to assist her, or
have even forborne any thing which might aggravate her
distress.

The only effectual methods by which any dlicucionM ro-
lief could have been procured, were that of reconciling
her with the king- of Prussia, or that of prevailing- upontho
Muscovites to succour her,

A reconciliation with the king of Prussia would Imvo
been my first care, if the honour of advimng on this occa-
sion had fallen to my lot* To have mediated successfully
between them could suroly have boon no diilicult tusk, bo-
cause each party could not but know how muoh it wan
their common interest to exclude tho French from the
empire, and how certainly this untimely discord must ox-
pose them both to their ancient enemy,

As in private life, my lords, when two friondn carry uny
dispute between them to improper dog'uuw of anger or re-
sentment, it is the province of a third to moderate the pun-
gion of each, and to restore that benovoiuuct* which a differ-
ence of interest or opinion had impaired; HO in alliances, or
the friendships of nations, whenever it unhappily falls out
that two of them forget the general good, and lay thomwolvos
open to those evils from which a Btrict union only can pro-